
Why vaccinate?
Vaccination ensures protective immunity against life threatening 
viral diseases. In most instances vaccination is the only defence 
against viral infection. Vaccination stimulates the immune 
system to produce protective antibodies so that the body can 
successfully overcome disease.

What do we vaccinate our pets against?
The recommended vaccines for dogs in urban Australia provide 
immunity against PARVOVIRUS, DISTEMPER, HEPATITIS and 
CANINE COUGH.

The recommended vaccines for cats in urban Australia provide 
immunity against FELINE HERPES VIRUS, CALICIVIRUS, 
PANLEUCOPENIA AND CHLAMYDOPHILA.  For outdoor cats 
we recommend further vaccination against FELINE AIDS (FIV) 
and FELINE LEUKAEMIA.

Ferrets are recommended to be vaccinated againsted DISTEMPER VIRUS. 
Rabbits are recommended to be vaccinated against RABBIT CALICIVIRUS.

When to vaccinate?
Puppies require vaccination at 6-8 weeks and a booster at 10-12 weeks then annually for life. At the Doubleview 
Vet Centre we use an early socialisation vaccine. This is a high titre live vaccine which is able to stimulate a strong 
enough immune response to overcome maternal antibodies which have been found to persist in pups up till 16 
weeks of age and would normally neutralise vaccination.

Kittens require 2 or 3 vaccinations depending on whether they will be indoor or outdoor cats.
The vaccines are given one month apart from 8 weeks of age, then annually for life.
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Prevention is better than cure….

Our puppy and kitten packages cover all the essentials 
your new pet needs in the first 6 months of their life. 
The premium package includes parasite control as 
well as vaccination, sterilisation, microchipping and a 
bag of Advance food.

Or you can opt for a basic package which covers just 
vaccination, sterilisation, microchipping and a bag of 
Advance food.

Choose a package to suit you and your new pet and 
save up to 15% off the recommended retail prices!

Vaccination reactions are rare but can occur. The most common signs 
your pet may show after receiving a vaccine are pain at the vaccination 
site, lethargy, fever and inappetence. Please report to your veterinarian 
if you think you pet has had a vaccination reaction.

PUPPY AND KITTEN PACKAGES
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HEARTWORM (DIROfIlARIA IMMITIS)
Heartworm is a blood borne parasite of predominantly dogs but is also recognised in cats and ferrets. The 
adult heartworms grow and reproduce within the vessels of the heart and lungs. The worms can grow up 
to 30cm long and in severe cases in excess of 100 worms may be found! A female heartworm will release 
larvae into the blood stream. A mosquito is needed to propagate and spread the infection. Mosquitoes bite 
infected dogs ingesting the larvae and then subsequently bite non-infected animals transmitting the disease. 
The larvae take up to 6 months to mature into adult worms, and this is when we will start seeing clinical signs. 
Heartworm disease can be treated, but the treatment can be risky, so prevention is definitely better than cure!

What are the signs of heartworm disease?
Coughing
Lethargy or reluctance to exercise
Weight loss
Sudden collapse

Testing
For the months of MARCH and APRIL the Doubleview Vet Centre 
is offering 50% off our in house heart worm test. This test looks for 
the heartworm antigen which correlates with the presence of adult 
heartworms in the body. We recommend testing in any animal that is 
greater than 6 months of age and has not been on or not up to date 
with heartworm preventative medications.

Preventing your pet from becoming infected
Prevention options include use of monthly spot on treatments or 
monthly tablets, but should you forget a treatment your pet could be 
at risk. There is also a long acting heartworm injection which confers 
12 months protection from heartworm. The once yearly injection can 
be done at the same time as your pets annual vaccination making it 
both convenient and cost effective, with the added bonus of giving 
you peace of mind that your pet will be protected all year round.
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Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV) is a viral infection that depletes 
the number of white blood cells in the infected cat. This leads to a 
reduced ability for a cat to fight infection, leaving them susceptible 
to further infections and disease. FIV is a slow acting virus and can 
therefore go undetected for long periods of time. FIV can be passed 
from cat to cat and is transmitted via blood and saliva of infected cats. 
Cats that fight are most at risk with entire tomcats being the majority of 
carriers.

What are the signs of FIV?
Often cats that carry FIV present with very few clinical signs until the 
disease is in its chronic stages. The feline immunodeficiency virus can 
be detected by a simple blood test in the clinic. Some cats will present 
with enlarged lymph nodes and an elevated temperature after becoming 
infected and then return to normal. Others may experience diarrhoea, runny 
nose, sneezing or conjunctivitis. These clinical signs often resolve and it is not 
until an infected cat is run down or faced with an infection that the FIV takes 
charge. Cats that have been infected find it very difficult to fight off impending 
infection. This is known as ‘immunosuppression’.

Testing
The FIV test that is carried out at the Doubleview Vet Centre detects antibodies to the Feline 
Immunodeficiency Virus. This testing is done prior to vaccinating any unvaccinated cats to ensure they are not 
carriers of the virus. For the months of MARCH and APRIL the Doubleview Vet Centre is offering 50% off our 
in house FIV test along with 50% off your cat’s first FIV or F6 vaccination (the following 2 booster vaccines at 
at standard prices).  Please call us for more information and costs.

Preventing your cat from becoming infected
The only guaranteed way of preventing your cat from becoming infected is for it to be housed completely 
indoors. If you wish for your cat to be able to explore the outdoors your cat can be vaccinated with a FIV 
vaccine.

Vaccination
The initial vaccination course is a series of three injections two weeks apart after a negative FIV test. Kittens 
younger than 6 months of age no longer require testing prior to vaccination.
Vaccination against this virus must be repeated annually.

After much success last year we will again be holding 
both a SENIOR PET MONTH and DENTAL MONTH 
later this year. Watch this space or contact the clinic 
for more information!

When it’s more than 
just a cat bite!

COMING SOON ...

fIV
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It’s Fixed!
After a number of technical difficulties our 
self serve hydrobath is now back in action 

and ready for use. 
Perfect for a post beach clean!

MONdAY – FRIdAY  
Office hours 7:30am to 7:00pm 
Consultation hours  8:00am to 6:30pm

sATURdAY 
Office hours 8:00am to 4:00pm 
Consultation hours  9:00am to 11:30am 
 1:00pm to 3:30pm

sUNdAY 
Office hours 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Consultation hours 9:00am to 11:30am 
 1:00pm to 2:30pm

Public holidays 9:00am to 12:00pm
(except for Christmas Day)

A standard consultation lasts 15 minutes and includes a thorough physical examination of your pet as well 
as discussion about any current medical concerns, treatment options and preventative health care that may 
be appropriate for your pet. We work by appointment only to ensure that you and your pet are seen to as 
efficiently as possible, so please call and book in advance. We also exercise triage to allow life threatening 
emergencies to take preference, which can sometimes delay consultation times. We ask for your patience 
and understanding in these instances.

Perth Vet Emergency (PVE) have temporarily relocated to the Corner 
of Wanneroo Rd and Royal St Yokine, while their new emergency and 
critical care vet hospital is being built in Osborne Park. PVE offers the 
best in after-hours and emergency care with an experienced team led by 
a specialist in emergency and critical care. The PVE staff work all night, 
giving you peace of mind that veterinary care is always there when you 
need it. For further information go to www.pve.net.au or download their 
free app ‘Pet First Aid’ on itunes or Android Market, a quick and easy pet 
owners guide to common pet emergencies.

TIME flIES….

If YOU NEED HElP AfTER-HOURS 
CAll 1300 040 400

For any more information on any of the articles seen in this seasons’ issue of ‘Paws For Thought’ contact the clinic on 
9341 1200.

We ARe ALsO ON The WeB
www.doubleviewvet.com.au
doubleviewvet@iinet.net.au

Let us know your email address so we can send reminders and newsletters direct to you via email in the future!

It’s Fixed!  
After a number of technical difficulties our self serve hydrobath 

is now back in action and ready for use! Perfect for a post 
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MONDAY – FRIDAY 
Office hours 7:30am to 7:00pm  
Consultation hours 8:00am to 6:30pm  

 
SATURDAY  

Office hours 8:00am to 4:00pm 
Consultation hours 9:00am to 11:30am then 1:00pm to 3:30pm  

 
SUNDAY 

Office hours 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Consultation hours 9:00am to 11:30am then 1:00pm to 2:30pm  

 
A standard consultation lasts 15 minutes and includes a thorough physical examination 
of your pet as well as discussion about any current medical concerns, treatment options 
and preventative health care that may be appropriate for your pet. We work by  
appointment only to ensure that you and your pet are seen to as efficiently as possible, 
so please call and book in advance. We also exercise triage to allow life threatening 
emergencies to take preference, which can sometimes delay consultation times. We ask 
for your patience and understanding in these instances.  

For any more information on any of the articles seen in this seasons 
issue of ‘Paws For Thought’ contact the clinic on 9341 1200. 

or 
WE ARE ON THE WEB  

www.doubleviewvetcentre.com.au 
Let us know your email address so we can send reminders and  

newsletters direct to you via email in the future!  

Perth Vet Emergency (PVE) have temporarily relocated to the 
Corner of Wanneroo Rd and Royal St Yokine, while their new 
emergency and critical care vet hospital is being built in Osborne 
Park. PVE offers the best in after-hours and emergency care with 
an experienced team led by a specialist in emergency and critical 
care.  The PVE staff work all night, giving you peace of mind that 
veterinary care is always there when you need it. For further  
information go to www.pve.net.au or download their free app 
‘Pet First Aid’ on itunes or Android Market, a quick and easy pet 
owners guide to common pet emergencies. 

TIME FLIES…. 

IF YOU NEED HELP AFTER-HOURS CALL 1300 040 400  


